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SF  BICYCLE  PROGRAM  MEETS  NEW 
EXECUTIVE  BILL  MAHER: 


Peter  Tannen  and  Adam  Gubser,  of  the  SF  Bicycle 
Program,  recently  met  with  the  new  Executive 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic, 
Bill  Maher.  “I  love  to  bike  ride”  he  said  during  the 
meeting.  “As  a teenager,  I bicycled  from  New  York 
City  to  Vermont,  staying  at  youth  hostels  along  the 
way.”  To  this  day  “I  am  very  interested  in  bicy- 
cling.” 

Executive  Director  Maher  expressed  many  ideas 
and  concerns  about  various  bicycle  issues  during 
the  hour-long  meeting.  The  Executive  Director 
feels  strongly  that  a compromise  can  be  found 
regarding  the  future  of  exclusive  bicycle  travel  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  He  supports  limited  access  for 
cars  and  increased  access  for  bicycles  and  pedestri- 
ans. “Perhaps  we  should  look  into  installing  bike 
lanes  throughout  Golden  Gate  Park.  Access  for  all 
modes  must  be  considered.” 

He  supports  the  replacement  of  catch  basin  drain 
gates,  with  slots  parallel  to  the  direction  of  travel 
that  can  catch  bicycle  wheels,  doubling  the  use  of 
bicycles  by  parking  control  officers  and  increasing 
safety  education  for  both  bicyclists  and  motorists. 
“We  need  to  educate  cyclists  to  how  invisible  they 
are  while  riding  at  night.  I love  the  red  flashing 
lights  on  the  back  of  bicycles.” 

Concerning  the  bicycle  rack  installation  program: 
“We  should  make  every  effort  possible  to  work 
with  the  Conservation  Corps  to  have  their  youth 
rehabilitation  program  install  bicycle  racks.” 

On  traffic  calming:  “We  have  to  be  very  cautious. 

I remember  what  happened  in  the  Richmond 
District  and  in  Berkeley.  It’s  up  to  the  SFBC  (San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition)  and  the  bicycle 
community  to  sell  the  idea  to  a neighborhood  and 
generate  political  support  before  DPT  will  consider 
it.” 


Executive  Director  Maher  looks  forward  to 
working  with  the  bicycle  program  and  the  bicycling 
community  to  make  San  Francisco  a more  bicycle- 
friendly  city.  3 1223  07805  8030 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BICYCLE  PLAN: 


il 

; The  first  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Plan  is  complete 
and  has  been  approved  by  the  Parking  and  Traffic 
Commission  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The 
Plan,  a blueprint  for  the  future  of  bicycling  in  the 
City,  is  the  culmination  of  many  months  of 
cooperative  effort  involving  the  City,  Wilbur  Smith 
Associates  (the  transportation  consultants  hired  by 
the  city  to  prepare  the  plan),  the  Bicycle  Commu- 
nity and  the  general  public.  The  Plan  recommends 
over  $14  million  in  prioritized  physical  improve- 
ments along  its  proposed  bicycle  routes  and 
another  $14  million  in  related  improvements,  such 
as  bicycle  parking,  transit  access,  safety,  education, 
promotion,  and  maps.  Funding  for  the  Plan  was 
provided  by  the  San  Francisco  County  Transporta- 
tion Authority  Measure  B -cent  sales  tax  for 
, transportation. 

THE  PLAN  INCLUDES: 

• An  extensive  prioritized  list  of  projects, 
matched  to  potential  funding  sources,  necessary 
to  fully  implement  the  route  network  and 
improve  safety; 

• The  City’s  first  extensive  Bicycle  Route 
Network,  which  is  an  expansion  and  refine- 
ment of  a route  network  originally  proposed  by 
the  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Advisory  Committee; 

• An  entire  chapter  devoted  to  safety,  education 
and  enforcement;  and 

• A thorough  look  at  the  current  DPT  Bicycle 
Program  with  a recommendation  to  expand 
staffing  to  create  a Bicycle  Unit  within  the 
department. 

The  entire  Bicycle  Plan  can  be  reviewed  at  the  San 
Francisco  Main  Library  or  on  the  Internet  at  http:/ 
/www.  process39.com/bikeplan  (courtesy  of  Joe 
Speaks  at  process  39).  This  web  site  now  contains 
the  ENTIRE  Plan,  other  than  the  appendices. 
Copies  of  the  Plan  will  be  available  from  DPT  for 
about  $10  to  $15,  to  cover  the  cost  of  reproduc- 
tion and  postage  (if  mailed).  Call  585-BIKE  if  you 
would  like  to  purchase  the  Plan. 
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SIGNS: 

SAN  FRANCISCO  INSTALLS  THOUSANDS  OF  ' 
NEW  BICYCLE  ROUTE  SIGNS! 


fl 


Bicycling  in  San  Francisco 
will  become  much  easier  in 
the  next  few  months,  as  the 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  (DPT)  designates  the 
City’s  Bicycle  Route 
Networlc  with  more  than 
3,000  signs.  Designed  by 
DPT  traffic  engineer  Scott  Broady,  they  are  the  first 
customized  numbered  bicycle  route  signs  approved  by 
the  State  of  California. 


In  a private-public 
the  map  has  been  in< 
page  14  of  the  blue-i 
Area  Pages  of  the  19 
Yellow  Pages  Directo 


The  routes  are  shown  on  a Bicycle 
Route  Map,  available  in  most 
homes,  businesses,  and  even  on  the 
street.  In  a private-public  partner- 
ship, the  map  has  been  included  on 
page  14  of  the  blue-colored  Local 
Area  Pages  of  the  1997  Pacific  Bell 
Yellow  Pages  Directory.  By 
providing  this  map,  the  Pacific  Bell 
Directory  has  provided  a great 
public  service  to  cyclists. 


COMMUTEI 

585- 

BICYCLE  COMMUTING  II 

The  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic’s  Bicycle  Program  has  reo 
District  (BAAQMD)  for  the  creation  of  a San  Francisco  Bicycle  ( 
from  any  telephone,  provides  comprehensive  information  about 
the  rest  of  the  Bay  Area).  Callers  can  leave  messages  and  request  i 
ized  bicycle  route  maps  (showing  highlighted  routes  recommende 

The  project’s  goal  is  to  encourage  bicycling  by  providing  crucial  ii 
urban  environment.  One  major  reason  that  more  people  do  not  < 
commuters  do  not  have  ready  access  to  information  that  motorist 
comparable  information  for  cyclists.  If  you  know  someone  who  i: 
them  about  our  new  service.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  commei 
Program  at  the  new  hotline  number:  585-BIKE. 


This  hotline  has  been  funded  in  part  by  a Transportation  Fund  fo 
Area  Air  Quality  Management  District. 


These  rectangular  signs,  feature  a large  bicycle  and  route 
number  on  a green  oval  over  a graphic  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  rising  out  of  the  fog.  The  signs  include 
information  on  destinations  and  travel  directions. 

Primary  crosstown  routes  feature  a full 
color  graphic  of  the  bridge,  while  local 
neighborhood  route  signs  are  green  and 
white. 

The  route  numbering  system,  similar  to 
U.S.  highways,  uses  odd  numbers -for 
north-south  routes  and  even  numbers 
for  east-west  routes,  with  three-digit 
numbers  for  loops  and  spurs.  The  grid  route  system 
starts  with  the  lowest  numbers  (5  and  2)  originating  in 
the  northeast  part  of  the  city,  progressing  to  the  highest 
numbers  in  the  southwest  (95  and  98).  Numbers  were 
selected  so  that  new  routes  can  be  easily  inserted,  while 
maintaining  the  numerical  progression  and  avoiding 
duplication  of  state  highway  numbers  within  the  city. 

The  projects  goal  is  to  promote  bicycle  use  by  making 
the  public  more  aware  of  the  bicycle  as  legitimate 
transportation  mode.  The  signs  direct  cyclists,  wherever 
possible,  to  the  most  direct,  safest,  and  least  hilly  routes 
serving  major  destinations.  They  also  serve  to  remind 
motorists  to  share  the  road  with  cyclists  who  are 
traveling  on  an  official  bicycle  route. 

\ IOTLINE 

IKE 

< DRMATION  HOTLINE 

:i  1 funding  from  the  Bay  Area  Air  Quality  Management 
a muting  Information  Hotline.  The  hodine,  easily  accessible 
b de  commudng  in  San  Francisco  (as  well  as  connections  to 
r mational  material,  such  as  safety  brochures  and  personal- 
c r the  callers  ride  to  and  from  work). 

i]  nation  needed  to  bicycle  safely  in  the  dense  San  Francisco 
x mute  by  bicycle  is  the  lack  of  a support  network.  Bicycle 
s J transit  users  take  for  granted.  We  hope  to  provide 
s v to  commuting  or  a veteran  commuter,  please  inform 
i please  leave  a message  for  Adam  Gubser  of  the  Bicycle 


rtnership, 
ded  on 
ored  Local 
Pacific  Bell 


BICYCLE  PARKING: 


DPT’s  Bicycle  Locker  Program  is  continuing  to  expand. 
The  Program  has  been  very  successful  in  renting  out 
bicycle  lockers  at  three  of  its  downtown  locations 
(Sutter/Stockton  Garage,  Fifth/Mission  Garage,  and  the 
Transbay  Terminal).  Because  of  high  demand,  eight 
more  lockers  will  soon  be  installed  at  the  Golden 
Gateway  Garage  (Clay  and  Front  Streets).  Six  lockers 
will  soon  be  installed  at  the  16th/Hoff  Street  Garage  near 
the  1 6th  Street  BART  Station.  Bicycle  lockers  can  be 
rented  for  $25  per  three  month  period  or  $45  per  six 
month  period  or  $75  per  for  one  year.  For  more 
information  or  for  an  application  form,  please  call  the 
Bicycle  Hotline  at  585-BIKE.  These  lockers  have  been 
funded  in  part  by  a Transportation  Fund  for  Clean  Air 
grant  from  the  Bay  area  Air  Quality  Management 
District. 


BICYCLE  ACCESS  ON  TRANSIT: 


Much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  last  two  years  to 

improve  bicycle  access  on  transit  in  the  Bay  Area. 

CalTrain  is  the  most  notable 

example.  Due  to  high  demand,  the 

rail  system  has  added  an  extra 

bicycle  car  to  some  reverse- 

commute  trains.  This  increases  the 

number  of  bicycles  which  may  be 

accommodated  on  these  trains  to 

48,  making  this  one  of  the  most 

successful  Bay  Area  bicycle  projects 

in  recent  years.  More  than  1 ,000  , _____ 

bicycjes  are  transported  each  day  S 

(more  than  four  percent  of  I, 

Caltrain  ridership).  The  project  j GOLPE 

was  funded,  in  part,  with  San  | 

Francisco  Transportation  Develop-  ■' 

ment  Act  (TDA)  bicycle/  t 

pedestrian  funds.  \ 


holidays  between  the  Fourth  and 
Townsend  CalTrain  Station  and 
GGNRA-Marin  Headlands.  An 
expansion  of  this  project  is 
expected  to  be  kicked-off  in  time 


The  first  bicycle  racks  on  MUNI 
buses  have  been  installed  on  the 
76-Marin  Headlands  route.  This 
service  operates  Sundays  and 


for  thisjear’s  Bike  to  WorkWeek  (May  19-23).  Front- 
mounted  bicycle  racks,  which  can  each  carry  two 
bicycles,  will  be  installed  on  approximately  45  MUNI 
busses  which  opefate  on  many  “Community  Service” 
routes,  that  generally  climb  steep  hills.  This  program  was 
funded  by,  the  Bay  Area  Air  Quality  Management 
District’s  Transportation  Fund  for  Clean  Air,  and  also 
includes  money  to  train  bicyclist  and  MUNI  drivers 
about  rack  usage,  undertake  a public  information 
campaign  and  monitor  how  the  loading  and  unloading 
of  bicycles  affects  MUNI  schedules. 

“The  free  passenger-operated  racks  are  quite  simple  to 
use,”  said  MUNI  spokesman  Alan  Siegel.  The  rack  is 
folded  away  on  the  front  of  a bus,  below  the  driver’s  field 
of  vision.  When  opened,  two  bicycles  can  be  placed  on 
the  rack,  parallel  to  the  front  of  the  bus.  A support  arm 
is  placed  over  a bicycle’s  front  wheel,  locking  the  bicycle 
in  place.  An  experienced  user  can  complete  the  loading 
process  in  an  estimated  seven  to  ten  seconds.  A novice 
may  need  only  a few  more  seconds.  One  reason  that  this 
is  so  fast  is  that  these  Sportworks  racks  allow  either 
bicycle  to  be  loaded  and  unloaded  independendy. 
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